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(54) OPTICAL nBER CONNECTION SWITCHING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide an optical fiber connection 
switching device which prevents the contact of the 
front ends of optical fibers with the coatings of 
another optical fibers at the time of a connection 
switching operation. 

CONSTITUTION: An aligning member 21 having an 
annular shape and a connecting member 22 are 
arranged in proximity so as to face each other by 
aligning their respective central axes. Ferrules 25 at 
the front ends of the optical fibers 23 for input are 
freely attachably and detachably supported in the 
radial direction in this aligning member 21 in such a 
manner that the central axis and the axial centers are 
paralleled. Connectors 26 at the front ends of the 

optical fibers 24 for output are arranged in the connecting member 22 and the 
ferrules 25 are moved parallel by a handle mechanism 27 having a turning shaft 28 
aligned to the central axis to excute the connection and disconnection to and from 
the connectors 26. Sticking of dusts to the front ends of optical fibers for input is 
averted and connection relability is improved. Further, the need for a fiber winding 
mechanism in the conventional devices is eliminated and the miniaturization and 
simplification of the mechanism part are realized. In addition, the time for the 
connection and disconnection operations of the fibers is shortened. 
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